[Thalassemia intermedia. Report of two cases].
We report two cases of intermediate beta-thalassemia diagnosed at the age of 2 years and 3 1/2 years respectively. Characteristic features of this disease include delayed onset, moderate blood transfusion requirements, and frequent development of hypersplenism. Major iron overload develops even in patients who have received no transfusions. This disease is further characterized by significant genetic heterogeneity and by a reduction in the imbalance between produced chains and deficient chains.